Understanding the Gospel of the Kingdom and the purpose of Jesus on earth. 

What is the gospel? What are its essential elements, its benefits and the method by which we obtain the ultimate benefits?

Rom 1:16  For1063 I am not3756 ashamed1870 of the3588 gospel2098 of Christ:5547 for1063 it is2076 the power1411 of God2316 unto1519 salvation4991 to every one3956 that believeth;4100 to the Jew2453 first,4412 and2532 also5037 to the Greek.1672 

Gal 3:8  And1161 the3588 Scripture,1124 foreseeing4275 that3754 God2316 would justify1344 the3588 heathen1484 through1537 faith,4102 preached before the gospel4283 unto Abraham,11 saying, In1722 thee4671 shall all3956 nations1484 be blessed.1757 

What Is the Gospel?
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What is the gospel? Is it the gospel of God? The gospel of Jesus Christ? The gospel about Christ? The gospel of the Kingdom of God? Or some other gospel? Is there more than one gospel? What gospel did Jesus preach? What did He instruct His disciples to teach? What about Paul? Did he teach the same gospel Jesus Christ taught? Or was it different from the gospel God sent through Christ? 

The apostle Paul wrote of contemporaries who were perverting the gospel, teaching something other than what he taught. He marveled that, as a result, some were turning away from the gospel so soon after accepting it. Some say Jesus Christ is the gospel. If so, how does that concept fit in with the Kingdom of God, which is the focus of the good news He taught? 

What do we mean gospel? The literal meaning of the word is "good news." But good news of what? Let's understand the exciting answers revealed in the Bible! 

Discussion: Christ came to announce to man, the good news of God’s plan and action to restore man through Him to his lost position of being destined to be a co-ruler of the kingdom of God with Christ, a plan which had been prepared by God before the foundations of the world. To give effect to that plan, Christ has come, as the Lamb of God, to die and resurrect to pay the price for man’s sin against God and restore him to the lost inheritance of the kingdom which He had intended to share with man as His co-heir.

· Is it God’s plan before the foundation of the world to give dominion of the kingdom of God to man (Gen 1:26-28; 2:9;17;3:22-24; Matt. 25:34; Eph. 1:4; 2:10; 2Tim 1:9; Rev.2:7;26-27; 3:21)

· Is it God’s plan that this dominion is to be exercised by man through Christ as His co-heir – sharing in the glory of God (Matt. 19:27-28; Luk. 22:27-30; John 1:12;15:16; 20:17; Acts 4:12; Rom 8:14-18; 28-29; Eph 1:5,11;Gal 3:26; 4:9; 2 Thess. 2:13-15; Jam 2:5; Rev 5:10; Titus 2:11-14; Rev. 2:7,26; 3:21)

· What is the dire consequence of sin? Does it affect man’s ultimate destiny? (Rom.3:23; Heb 4:1; Rom.5:2; Rom_5:2; 1Th_2:12; 2Th_2:14; 1Pe_4:13, 1Pe_5:1, 1Pe_5:10)

· Is it God’s plan that restoration and reconciliation of man to God will involve the two-fold benefits – God dealing with the questions of man’s sin against Him and that of the lost intended inheritance by man of the kingdom of God – which benefits must come through the birth, death, and resurrection of one person, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Second Adam? ( Gen.3:15, 22-23; Matt. 4:17; 20:28; 24:14; 28:18-20; Mark 1:14-15; 10:45; John 1:19;Acts 2:26-41; 13:26 ; 26:14-18, 19-20; 1 Co. 6:2-3; 15:22,45; 2 Thess. 2:13-15; 1Tim. 2:6;Rev.2:7; 26-27;3:21)           

Discussion: The gospel, or good news, has its roots in the very beginning, even before the creation of the universe. Contrary to popular opinion, the gospel didn't begin with Jesus Christ's earthly ministry in the New Testament. 

· Is the gospel revealed by Jesus Christ, even though it had been planned from time immemorial? (2Timothy 1:9,10). 

Note: From the beginning the message was called the gospel of Jesus Christ and the gospel of the Kingdom of God (Mark 1:1,14,15). 

· Did Jesus instruct His disciples to preach the same good news? (Luke 9:1,2,60;10:9,11; Matt.10:7;24:14; Mark 16:15). 

· Did Jesus preach the same message after His resurrection? (Acts 1:3). 

· What gospel did Peter preach? (Acts 2:30-39;15:7-9). 

· Did other followers of Christ continue to teach the same good news? (Acts 8:12). 

Discussion: What about Paul? Did he preach a different message? 

· Paul called the gospel his gospel. Why? (Romans 2:16). 

· Was it because God called him to preach it? (Romans 1:1,5). 

· How did Paul receive the gospel? (Acts 26:14-18; Galatians 1:11,12). 

· Was Paul faithful in preaching the same message Jesus and His followers preached? (Acts 13:22-39; 20:25; 28:23,31). 

Note: Paul not only faithfully preached the authentic gospel that had been delivered to him by Jesus Christ, but he was astonished that some tried to teach another gospel. 

· Did Paul insist that there was only one real gospel? (Galatians 1:6-8). 

· In addition to the gospel of Jesus Christ and the gospel of the Kingdom of God, are there other names for the same message? (Acts 20:24; Romans 10:15,16; Romans 15:16; Ephesians 1:13). 

Note: The gospel is the good news of-or from-God of the restoration of man’s lost destiny and was taught by Jesus Christ and His disciples. It is God's message to mankind. This one genuine gospel has different names, each emphasizing an aspect of the message. Focusing on only one aspect while excluding others forms an incomplete picture. Jesus commands His disciples to teach the whole gospel of the kingdom and heal the sick.

Discussion: A part of the gospel message involves the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. He is the key figure-He is of first importance-in God's plan for mankind. 

· How important is this? (1Corinthians 15:1-5). 

· Through whom do the dead and the living receive eternal life? (John 11:25,26). 

· Who is the door through which we enter the Kingdom? (Acts 4:12). 

· How are our sins removed? (Hebrews 9:11,12).

· If our sins are not removed can we be restored to fellowship with God and regain our destined inheritance which we lost? (Matt. 20:28; Mark 10:45; John 1:29,36; Rom 3:25; 5:9; 1 Cor 10:16; Eph 1:7; 2:13; Gal.1:4; 3:8,27-29; 1 Tim.2:6; Eph. 1:13-14; Col 1:13-14,20; Heb 9:12,22; 12:24; 13:12; 1 John 1:7; Gal_3:16; Gen_12:3, Gen_18:18, Gen_22:18, Gen_26:4, Gen_28:14, Gen_49:10; Psa_72:7; Isa_6:13, Isa_65:9; Act_2:25, Act_2:26, Act_2:35; Rev_11:15)

Discussion: What does the gospel tell us about Christ's present and future role? 

· Who is our Savior and High Priest, our Intercessor? (Hebrews 10:19-23). 

· Who is using the Word of God in preparing the saints (the church) to be presented before Christ as holy, radiant, blameless, without spot or wrinkle? (Eph. 5:25-27)

·  Who will be King of Kings and Lord of Lords in the coming Kingdom of God? (Revelation 19:11-16). 

· If Jesus is to become King of Kings, what will be the extent of His Kingdom? (Revelation 11:15). 

Note: The Kingdom of God of which Jesus Christ spoke will be a future world-ruling kingdom inaugurated at His return, after first taking His church of kingdom rulers and assigning them their place in ruling with Him. The entire earth will be brought under His dominion and rulership with His church, first under the Millenium rule with the earthly Jerusalem as the capital, and later with the Father when Satan is finally sent to the lake of fire and heaven and earth become one and the entire spiritual world become His dominion. He then hands this spiritual kingdom over to the Father as an everlasting kingdom with the Father and the church with Christ as Head ruling from the capital the New Jerusalem.

How long will this kingdom, ruled by Jesus Christ, last? (2 Sam 7:12,13; Daniel 2:44; 2Sa_7:16; 1Ch_28:7; Psa_89:4, Psa_89:21, Psa_89:29, Psa_89:36, Psa_89:37; Isa_9:7, Isa_49:8; Luk_1:32, Luk_1:33). 

Discussion: Jesus Christ is the key figure in the gospel message. But was Jesus Christ the gospel? Does the Bible teach us other things about the gospel? 

· Did preaching the good news include announcing the Kingdom of God as well as emphasizing Christ's life, death and resurrection? (Act_5:42, Act_23:11, Acts 28:31). 

· Are repentance of sin and belief in the gospel required? (Mark 1:15; Mat_21:31, Mat_21:32; Luk_24:47; Act_2:36-38, Act_20:21; 2Ti_2:25, 2Ti_2:26). 

· Is the gospel also a message of obedience? (Matt 28:18-20; Romans 10:16; 1Peter 4:17; Mat_7:24-27; Deu_5:32, Deu_12:32; Act_2:42, Act_20:20,Act_20:21, Act_20:27; 1Co_11:2, 1Co_11:23, 1Co_14:37; Eph_4:11-17, Eph_4:20-32; Col_1:28; 1Th_4:1, 1Th_4:2; 2Th_3:6-12; 1Ti_6:1-4; Tit_2:1-10; 1Pe_2:10-19; 2Pe_1:5-11, 2Pe_3:2; 1Jo_2:3, 1Jo_2:4, 1Jo_3:19-24; Rev_22:14; Rom_1:5, Rom_2:8, Rom_6:17, Rom_16:26; Isa_50:10; Gal_3:1, Gal_5:7; 2Th_1:8; Heb_5:9, Heb_11:8; 1Pe_1:22, Pe_3:1; 1Pe_2:8; Gal_3:1, Gal_5:7; 2Th_1:8; Heb_5:9, Heb_11:8 ). 

· Are there other words to describe the good news brought by Jesus Christ? Didn't the apostle John write that Jesus' message was that His people should love one another? Wasn't this message of love in existence from before the beginning of the creation of mankind? (1John 3:11,23; 2John 5,6) 

1Jo 3:11 - 

this:  1Jo_1:5, 1Jo_2:7, 1Jo_2:8 

message:  or, commandment, 1Ti_1:5 *Gr.

that we:  1Jo_4:7, 1Jo_4:21; Joh_13:34, Joh_13:35, Joh_15:12; Gal_6:2; Eph_5:2; 1Th_4:9; 1Pe_1:22, 1Pe_3:8; 1Pe_4:8; 2Jo_1:5

1Jo 3:23 - 

his commandment:  Deu_18:15-19; Psa_2:12; Mar_9:7; Joh_6:29, Joh_14:1, Joh_17:3; Act_16:31; 1Ti_1:15 

love:  1Jo_3:11, 1Jo_2:8-10, 1Jo_4:21; Mat_22:39; Joh_13:34, Joh_15:12; Eph_5:2; 1Th_4:9; 1Pe_1:22, 1Pe_4:8

Discussion: Many believe that the gospel didn't begin until Jesus began teaching it as recorded in the New Testament. But the good news existed long before New Testament days. As alluded to in the first part of this study, the gospel is rooted in God's plan from the very beginning. This is acknowledged by the apostle Paul in one of his letters to Timothy. 

· Wasn't our calling from God in place even before creation? Isn't it now made manifest by the appearing, by virtue of His physical birth and life on earth, of our Savior Jesus Christ? (Matt. 25:34; 2Timothy 1:9,10). 

· Christ revealed the gospel to mankind, but didn't it exist, wasn't it in effect, millennia before that time, even before the world began? (Titus 1:2). 

Discussion: The book of Genesis starts with an offer of the tree of life to Adam and Eve. They rebelled against God and chose wrongly. Isn't the rest of the Bible the unfurling of God's plan to redeem-to buy back-all of humanity and give it the tree of life, symbolic of immortality? (Revelation 2:7,26, 3:21; 22:1,2). 

Note: The broad theme of Scripture and the message of the gospel is God's plan to give to humanity eternal life in His family of co-heirs, co-rulers with Christ, the King of Kings. This represents the heart of the gospel. Everything else fits onto this framework. 

· Doesn't the message of the gospel mean that we may partake of the very nature of God by escaping the corrupting influence of the world? (2Peter 1:4). 

· Doesn't the gospel of the Kingdom of God mean that we are redeemed, or "bought back," by Jesus' sacrifice, which was planned before the creation of the universe? (1Peter 1:18-20; Matthew 25:34). 

Note: The first chapter of the Gospel of Mark succinctly chronicles the beginning of the gospel of the Kingdom of God as preached by Jesus Christ. 

· After Jesus' baptism, what message did He immediately begin to preach? (Mark 1:14). 

· In preaching the gospel message, what action did Jesus call for on the part of a new believer? (Mark 1:15,17; Acts 26:).

· What does following Christ demand of the believer?( Matt. 7:24-27; 28:20; Mark 1:17; Luk 9:62; John 8:31; 15:2-8, Acts 22:14; Rom.8:17-18; 2 Tim. 2:10-13; 4:6-8; Rev. 2:7; 26-27; 3:21)  

· Is it necessary to be a true follower of Christ to inherit the kingdom? Is it the same as being an overcomer? (Matt. 7:24-27; 28:20; Mark 1:17; Luk 9:62; John 8:31; 15:2-8, Acts 22:14; Rom.8:17-18; 2 Tim. 2:10-13; 4:6-8; Rev. 2:7; 26-27; 3:21)  

· Can the gospel be preached from Old Testament scriptures? (Acts 28:23). 

· Did the Scriptures preach the gospel to Abraham? (Galatians 3:8,9). 

· Did the prophets of God from the beginning preach the same message - about Christ, repentance and the Kingdom to come? (Acts 3:18-26). 

· Did Enoch, one of God's early servants, preach the same basic message of God? (Jude 14,15). 

· Isn't the gospel of the Kingdom and its implication for the Gentiles vis-à-vis the known promises to Israel the same message, or quote ”mystery," God has revealed to His followers through the ages ( Gal 3:8-9), though partly hidden before to the generality of Israel and fully revealed after the time of Jesus Christ on earth? (Ephesians 3:9,10).

(Note: that the Gentiles were to be saved was no mystery (Rom.9:24-33; 10:19-21). But the meaning and depth of that salvation relative to the known position of the Jews with God as the destined rulers of the earth was a mystery to the generality of Israel (Eph.1:9-10;3:3-5) The mystery “hid in God” was the divine purpose to make of Jews and Gentiles a wholly new thing through the gospel of the kingdom ( “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light”) – “the church, which is his [Christ’s] body,” (1 Cor. 12:12,13; 2 Pet.2:9-10) and in which the earthly distinction of Jews and Gentile disappears (Eph.2:14-15; Col.3:10-11). This means that that those who are the people of God will now be so known only through their repentance and belief in the gospel of the kingdom, and they will constitute the church of Christ.  And thus the Gentile members of the church will join with the Jewish members to be the people of God – the co-heirs of the kingdom. They will share in ruling the everlasting Davidic kingdom. The revelation of this mystery of the church which was foretold by Christ (Matt. 16:18), was mainly committed to Paul. In His writings, we find the clear and expanded statements of the doctrine, position, walk, and destiny of the Church.   The true church of Christ is that group of disciples of Christ that are willingly undergoing training and chastening by Christ under the power of the Holy Spirit in preparation for their kingdom inheritance role as co-heirs and rulers with Christ when He comes back for them. The true church is made up of overcomers as defined by Christ in the seven messages to the seven churches in the Book of Revelation (Matt. 7:21, 24-27; 19:27-29; 28:19-20; Luk. 22:29-30; John 8:31; 13:34-35; 15:2-8; 18-20;16:33; Acts 14:22; Rom. 8:17; 2 Tim. 2:10-13; 4:7-8; 1 John 3:23; Rev. 2:7,26-27; 3:21;4:4;11:16; 20:4)   

Discussion: What about the future of the preaching of the gospel? 

· Will the good news continue to be preached? (Matthew 28:19,20; Mark 16;15, 16). 

· How long will the gospel be preached? (Matthew 24:14). 

Further study: The one and only gospel is and always has been the message of God to mankind. It has been the same message throughout man's history. That message is called by various names because it has various aspects. 

The gospel involves man's need for salvation (restoration to his lost destination of sharing the glory of God in Christ’s kingdom by redemption from the kingdom of Satan through Christ’s death and resurrection) and God's requirement for man's repentance from sin and a belief in and acceptance of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the Son of God and continuing in the word of Christ to the end of one’s life on earth. It foretells the return of our great Savior, who will bring grace, peace and salvation (ultimate inheritance of the kingdom by the church) as He establishes His Kingdom on earth, with His church of Jews and Gentiles as co-rulers with Him. 

Note: The ultimate benefit of believing in Jesus and following Him (abiding in His word and suffering with Him John 8:31; Matt 19:30; 28:19-20; Rom.8:17; 2 Tim.2:10-13) is the inheritance of the eternal kingdom of God as co-rulers with Christ. (Matt. 19:27-30; Luk.22:29-30, Rev. 2:7,26; 3:21;5:10;20:6;22:5). This benefit is realized by participation in the first resurrection (Phil 3:10-14).
Thus, the early church never talked of salvation without the end result of inheriting the kingdom in view. Hence, from the beginning of the Book of Acts to its end they preached and believed in the Gospel of the Kingdom, with Christ as the King. To them obedience to the faith (continuing in the Word Of Christ–logos) was the key to the kind of faith required to obtain the ultimate benefit of what Christ came to do for mankind. They taught, as the Lord taught them, that the new birth was essential to make them new creations but the believer after the new birth must move on to perfection (John 8:31; 15:2-8; Matt.28:18-20; Rom 8:17-18, 2 Tim 2:10-13; Heb.6:1-2,7-12, 1Pet.1:3-9; 2 Pet.1:3-12) proving the genuineness of his confession of faith, to inherit the kingdom, by continuing in the word of Christ till the end of his life.  Paul in 2 Tim 2: 10-13 and 4:6-8 sums up for us the qualifications of faith for the ultimate call of God for the upward prize.

Paul’s belief in the ultimate benefit of the gospel and how to obtain it affected his commitment to the Lord’s call on his life and his definition of the kind of disciples he aimed to present to the Lord. Read his prayers of intercession for the people who were converted or came under his ministry and you will see what he thought was to be the priority prayer petitions for the disciples of Christ under our care to ensure they also obtain the ultimate benefit . (Acts 26:19-20; 2 Tim 2:10; Eph.1:15-22; 3:14-21; Phil.1:3-11; Col. 1:9-12; 4:12; 1 Th.1:2-4; Philm1:4-6). The focus is to ensure they get to the ultimate end of their salvation journey – to get the upward call of God into the kingdom inheritance.  Our work of discipleship must follow the same pattern (Phil3:17) and focus on the same end result. The gospel of the kingdom is about an end result. It is obtained by violent commitment to doing the logos of Christ. (John 8:31; Mat. 7:24-27; Luk 9:62, Matt 11:12)

Applicable lessons for us today:

So what gospel do we preach and believe today?

Is it the same as the gospel of the kingdom preached by the early church, as given to them by the Lord Jesus? 

If there is any difference, why the difference? (Gal 1:6-9) Who is the author of the other one? Was the early church concerned about a false gospel? 

What are the consequences of teaching or preaching another gospel message that the early disciples did not preach? 

Will we be beneficiaries of the gospel of the kingdom if we did not believe and preach it? What do we do today about this problem, if we note that today we have fallen short of the standard of Christ’s teaching of the gospel? (Rev. 3:14-22)

Today, are we listening to Christ’s evaluation of His church? In His last message to the church (the seven messages in the Book of Revelation to the seven churches) Christ the owner evaluates the church’s performance and finds it wanting on most points, He then appeals to individuals to listen to what He is telling the churches and His call for repentance and works of repentance to be restored to fellowship. ( Rev. 2 and 3). As an individual who Christ has appealed to, what are you doing about this evaluation of the church today?  The Bible teaches that a man is as he thinketh (Prov. 23:7). If our thinking is no longer on the gospel of the kingdom is it not why we have lost our fellowship with Christ? (Rev 3:14-20)? As an individual are you concerned about restoring yourself to believing and preaching the gospel of the kingdom? Will Christ ask you this question at the end of your life (John 12:48)? What will be your answer?

�	 This write-up is closely based on an article, on the internet under the same title, written by Bill Winner. Modifications are by Divine Morny (dmorni@yahoo.com).





